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The purpose of this workbook is to provide individuals who have relationships
with narcissists with comprehensive information, practical tips, and valuable

resources. It aims to help readers understand narcissistic behavior, recognize its
impact on their well-being, and develop strategies to cope, heal, and make

informed decisions about their relationships. While offering guidance and support,
the workbook serves as a tool for self-education and empowerment.

01
Start at the Beginning:
Begin with the introduction to understand the overall purpose and structure
of the workbook. Familiarize yourself with the key concepts related to
narcissism. 

02
Progress Sequentially:
Work through each section in order. The content is designed to build upon
itself, starting with recognizing narcissistic behavior and progressing to coping
strategies and resources. 

03
Engage with Interactive Elements:
Complete the quizzes, self-assessments, and reflective exercises. These
activities will help you gain insights into your situation and apply the
information to your personal experiences.

04
Use as a Reference: 
Refer back to sections as needed. The workbook can be used as a reference
guide whenever you need to revisit specific topics or strategies.

05
Take Your Time:
There is no rush to complete the workbook. Take the time you need to process
the information and work through the exercises at your own pace.

06
Combine with Professional Help:
While the workbook offers valuable guidance, it is not a substitute for
professional therapy. Consider seeking the support of a licensed therapist to
address deeper emotional and psychological needs.
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While this workbook is primarily written with a narcissistic partner in
mind, the insights and strategies provided can be equally valuable in
other relationships, including those with friends, family members, or
coworkers. Narcissistic traits can appear in various forms, not just in

romantic relationships. Whether it's a controlling family member or an
emotionally manipulative friend, the tools you’ll learn here—such as
setting boundaries, recognizing manipulation, and protecting your

emotional well-being—are applicable to any dynamic where narcissistic
behaviors may arise. This workbook is designed to empower you in all

aspects of your relationships, helping you navigate challenging
interactions with clarity and confidence.



This workbook is designed to be an informative and supportive

resource, but it is not a substitute for therapy. It provides educational

content, practical tips, and resources to help you understand and

manage your relationship with a narcissistic partner. However, dealing

with the emotional and psychological effects of such a relationship

often requires professional intervention. Therapists are trained to

provide personalized care, therapeutic techniques, and emotional

support tailored to your unique situation. Use this workbook as a

supplementary tool alongside professional help for the best

outcomes in your journey toward healing and empowerment. 

This Workbook is Not Therapy 
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Section 1: 
Understanding Narcissism

© 2024 Cindy Priest Entrekin, MA, LPC All Rights Reserved | 04

Definition of Narcissism 

Types of Narcissistic Personality Disorder (NPD) 

Narcissism is a personality trait characterized by an excessive focus on oneself, a
need for admiration, and a lack of empathy for others. While everyone may exhibit
narcissistic behaviors occasionally, narcissism becomes a concern when it is
pervasive and impacts relationships and daily functioning. 

Narcissistic Personality Disorder (NPD) is a mental health condition where
individuals have an inflated sense of their own importance, a deep need for
excessive attention and admiration, and a lack of empathy for others. There are
several types of NPD, including:

1

2

3

Grandiose Narcissism 

Vulnerable Narcissism 

Malignant Narcissism 

Individuals with grandiose narcissism exhibit arrogance, dominance, and a
sense of entitlement. They often believe they are superior to others and
crave constant attention and admiration.

Those with vulnerable narcissism may appear shy or reserved but are
hypersensitive to criticism and have a deep fear of rejection. They often feel
unappreciated and can be defensive or hostile when their self-esteem is
threatened. 

This type combines traits of narcissism with antisocial behavior. Individuals
with malignant narcissism are often manipulative, aggressive, and
exploitative. They may show signs of paranoia and enjoy causing harm to
others.
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Common Traits of Narcissists 
Understanding common traits of narcissists can help you recognize narcissistic
behavior in your partner:

1Exaggerated Sense of Self-Importance 

Narcissists often believe they are superior and more important than others.
They may exaggerate their achievements and expect to be recognized as
exceptional without corresponding accomplishments. 

2Need for Excessive Admiration 

They have an insatiable need for admiration and validation. They may
constantly seek compliments and reassurance about their worth.

3Lack of Empathy 

Narcissists struggle to understand or care about the feelings and needs of
others. They are often dismissive of others' emotions and may exploit people
without guilt or remorse.

4Entitlement

They believe they deserve special treatment and may become angry or
frustrated when they do not receive the attention or privileges they feel they
are owed. 

5Manipulative Behavior 

Narcissists often use manipulation tactics, such as gaslighting, to control and
dominate their partners. They may lie, distort reality, or shift blame to
maintain their power. 

6Arrogance and Haughtiness 

They exhibit arrogant attitudes and behaviors, often looking down on others
as inferior. They may be boastful and dismissive of others' achievements and
contributions.
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Myths and Misconceptions 
There are many myths and misconceptions about narcissism that can lead to
misunderstanding and misdiagnosis. Here are some common ones: 

1Myth: Narcissists Are Just Confident 

Fact: While narcissists may appear confident, their self-esteem is often
fragile and dependent on external validation. True confidence does not
require devaluing others.

2Myth: All Narcissists Are Extroverted

Fact: Narcissism can manifest in both extroverted and introverted
individuals. Vulnerable narcissists, for example, may be introverted and
exhibit traits of insecurity and hypersensitivity.

3Narcissists Can’t Change

Fact: While changing narcissistic behavior is challenging and requires
significant effort, it is not impossible. Therapy and self-awareness can lead
to improvement, but the narcissist must be willing to change.

4Narcissism Is Always Obvious

Fact: Some narcissists can be charming and charismatic, making their
narcissistic traits less obvious at first. It often takes time to recognize their
manipulative and self-centered behaviors.

5Narcissists Don’t Have Any Good Qualities

Fact: Narcissists can have positive traits and capabilities, such as
intelligence, creativity, and leadership skills. However, their narcissistic
behaviors often overshadow these qualities, especially in close relationships.

By understanding these aspects of narcissism, you can better recognize and
navigate the complexities of a relationship with a narcissistic partner. This
knowledge is a crucial step toward making informed decisions and taking

appropriate actions for your well-being.
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Narcissism vs. Narcissistic Traits: Understanding the Difference 
It’s important to distinguish between full-blown Narcissistic Personality Disorder
(NPD) and someone who simply exhibits narcissistic traits. While not everyone who
displays these behaviors meets the criteria for a clinical diagnosis, they can still
create challenges in relationships.

NPD is a diagnosable mental health condition, defined by persistent patterns of
grandiosity, a deep need for admiration, and a lack of empathy. People with NPD
often display an exaggerated sense of self-importance, require excessive attention,
and may manipulate others to fulfill their own needs. These behaviors are typically
long-term and deeply ingrained.

Narcissistic traits, on the other hand, are more situational and may show up in
certain environments or circumstances. A person with narcissistic traits might not
meet the criteria for NPD but can still demonstrate behaviors such as:

While someone with narcissistic traits may not have NPD, their behaviors can still
cause significant harm, especially if they regularly manipulate or devalue others. The
strategies used to navigate relationships with a full-blown narcissist can also be
helpful when dealing with someone exhibiting these traits. 

Even if someone doesn’t have NPD, understanding their narcissistic traits can help
you protect your emotional well-being and navigate the relationship with greater
awareness and strength.

These traits may arise in particular relationships, workplaces, or stressors, but are
not as pervasive or intense as in someone with NPD. 

Seeking validation and admiration. 
Over-inflating their achievements. 
Lacking empathy in certain situations.
Being defensive or unwilling to accept criticism.

Narcissistic Personality Disorder (NPD) 

Narcissistic Traits 

Why This Distinction Matters 



Recognizing Narcissistic Behavior 

Checklist:
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Use this checklist to help determine if your partner exhibits narcissistic traits. Check
the box next to each statement that applies to your partner.

1. Exaggerated Sense of Self-Importance 

My partner often talks about their achievements and talents in a grandiose
manner.

My partner expects to be recognized as superior without significant
accomplishments. 

2. Need for Excessive Admiration 

My partner constantly seeks compliments and validation. 

My partner becomes upset or angry when they do not receive the admiration
they believe they deserve. 

3. Lack of Empathy 

My partner seems indifferent to my feelings and needs. 

My partner dismisses or minimizes others' emotions and experiences. 

4. Entitlement 

My partner believes they deserve special treatment and privileges. 

My partner becomes frustrated or angry when things do not go their way.



6. Arrogance and Haughtiness 

My partner often looks down on others and believes they are superior.

My partner is boastful and dismissive of others' achievements and
contributions.

7. Lack of Accountability 

My partner rarely takes responsibility for their actions.

My partner often shifts blame onto others to avoid criticism.

8. Hypersensitivity to Criticism 

My partner reacts strongly to any perceived criticism, often with anger or
defensiveness. 

My partner holds grudges and is unwilling to forgive perceived slights.

5. Manipulative Behavior 

My partner frequently lies or distorts the truth to maintain control.

My partner blames others for their problems and mistakes. 
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Assessing Narcissistic Traits 
in Your Partner

Quiz:
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Answer the following questions to assess the presence of narcissistic traits in your
partner. Use a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 means "Strongly Disagree" and 5 means
"Strongly Agree."

1. My partner believes they are unique and can only be understood by or associate
with other special or high-status people.

2. My partner has a sense of entitlement and expects favorable treatment. 

3. My partner often takes advantage of others to achieve their own ends. 

5. My partner is envious of others and believes others are envious of them. 

4. My partner lacks empathy and is unwilling to recognize or identify with the
feelings and needs of others. 
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6. My partner exhibits arrogant and haughty behaviors or attitudes. 

7. My partner exaggerates their achievements and talents, expecting to be
recognized as superior. 

8. My partner requires constant admiration and validation from others. 

10. My partner has difficulty handling criticism and often reacts with anger or
defensiveness. 

9. My partner frequently criticizes or belittles others to feel superior.

Scoring and Interpretation 
8-24: Your partner exhibits few narcissistic traits. It's possible that any
problematic behaviors are not due to narcissism. 

25-39: Your partner shows some narcissistic traits. Consider observing these
behaviors further and seeking advice if necessary.

 
40-50: Your partner exhibits strong narcissistic traits. It may be beneficial to
seek professional guidance and consider the impact on your well-being. 

By using this checklist and quiz, you can gain a clearer understanding of whether
your partner's behaviors align with narcissistic traits, helping you make more
informed decisions about your relationship.



Section 2: 
Recognizing Narcissistic Behavior 
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Early Warning Signs 
Recognizing the early warning signs of narcissistic behavior can help you identify
potential issues before they escalate. Here are some signs to watch for in the initial
stages of a relationship: 

1Excessive Charm and Flattery 

They may shower you with compliments, gifts, and attention to win your
trust and admiration quickly. 

2Fast-Paced Relationship

They may push for a rapid progression in the relationship, such as moving in
together, getting engaged, or making other significant commitments early on.

3Exaggerated Stories

They often tell grandiose stories about their achievements, talents, or
experiences to impress you and others.

4Lack of Genuine Interest

They may seem uninterested in your thoughts, feelings, or experiences, often
steering conversations back to themselves.

5Entitlement

They may display a sense of entitlement, expecting special treatment or
admiration without earning it.



Red Flags in the Initial Stages 

Identifying red flags early can help you assess whether the relationship might be
unhealthy. Here are some red flags to be aware of: 

1Inconsistent Behavior 

They may switch between extreme charm and coldness, leaving you
confused and insecure. This is a hallmark of narcissistic relationships. It
often leaves the other person feeling confused, frustrated, and unsure of
where they stand. Narcissists may swing between excessive affection and
emotional withdrawal, praise and criticism, or engagement and indifference
—all depending on their current needs or moods.

Example: 
You’re in a relationship with someone who showers you with affection and
attention one week, making you feel like the most important person in their
life. They constantly compliment you, make plans, and go out of their way to
be present. Then, without warning, their behavior shifts. They become
distant, ignore your texts or calls, and seem completely uninterested in
spending time together. When you ask if something is wrong, they may
dismiss your concerns, accuse you of being "needy," or make you feel like
you're overreacting. 

This inconsistency leaves you on edge, never knowing what version of them
you’ll get, making it difficult to feel secure in the relationship. This
unpredictable cycle is often a form of emotional manipulation, keeping you
attached by creating emotional highs and lows. Understanding this pattern
can help you recognize how narcissists use inconsistent behavior to control
and destabilize relationships.
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2Disregard for Boundaries

They may push your boundaries, disrespect your personal space, or ignore
your comfort levels. Narcissists often struggle with respecting others’
boundaries because they view their own needs as more important than
anyone else’s. They may push or outright ignore your limits, making you feel
disrespected and powerless in the relationship. 

Example: 
You’ve made it clear to your partner that you need alone time to recharge
after a long day at work. Despite this, they continually show up unannounced
or bombard you with texts and calls, demanding your attention. When you
try to enforce your boundary and explain that you need space, they may
guilt-trip you, saying things like, “I thought you loved me” or “You’re being
selfish by pushing me away.” They refuse to respect your need for personal
time, making you feel guilty for asserting your limits. 

This disregard for your boundaries is a manipulation tactic to keep control
and ensure their needs are always prioritized. Recognizing this behavior is
key to maintaining your sense of self and protecting your emotional well-
being in the relationship. 

3Blame-Shifting 

They often deflect responsibility and blame others for their problems or
mistakes. This is a common tactic used by narcissists to avoid taking
responsibility for their actions. Instead of owning up to their mistakes, they
redirect the fault onto you or others, leaving you feeling guilty or confused.

Example: 
Your partner constantly cancels plans at the last minute, and when you
express disappointment or frustration, they immediately turn it around on
you. Instead of acknowledging that they let you down, they might say,
“You’re too demanding, and that’s why I don’t want to make plans anymore”
or “If you weren’t so needy, I wouldn’t have to cancel all the time.” 

In this way, they shift the blame onto you, making you feel responsible for
their unreliable behavior. This tactic not only avoids accountability but also
erodes your confidence, leaving you questioning your own feelings and
needs in the relationship. Recognizing blame-shifting is crucial to maintaining
a clear perspective and protecting yourself from emotional manipulation.
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4Jealousy and Possessiveness 

They may exhibit excessive jealousy and possessiveness, attempting to
control your interactions with others. Narcissists often exhibit intense
jealousy and possessiveness as part of their need for control and dominance
in relationships. They view others as extensions of themselves and may feel
threatened by your independence or attention to others, leading to
unreasonable demands or behavior. 

Example: 
Your partner becomes upset every time you spend time with your friends or
family. Even though you’ve reassured them, they accuse you of neglecting
them or being disloyal. If you mention a coworker in casual conversation,
they might say things like, “Why do you always talk about them? Are you
seeing someone else?” They may even demand constant updates when
you’re out, texting or calling repeatedly to check on you. 

This behavior isn’t about love or concern—it’s about control. Narcissists
often use jealousy and possessiveness to isolate you from others, making
you feel guilty for having relationships outside of them. By recognizing these
patterns, you can begin to establish healthier boundaries and maintain your
connections with others without feeling controlled.

5Frequent Criticism

They may criticize you subtly or overtly, undermining your self-esteem and
confidence. This is a tactic narcissists use to undermine your confidence and
keep you feeling inadequate or dependent on their approval. This criticism is
often harsh, relentless, and aimed at making you doubt yourself. 

Example: Your partner constantly finds fault with everything you do, no
matter how small. If you cook dinner, they complain that it wasn’t prepared
the way they like. When you wear something new, they criticize your style,
saying things like, “That outfit doesn’t suit you at all.” Even your
achievements at work or personal goals aren’t immune—they might
downplay your success or say, “Anyone could’ve done that, it’s not a big
deal.” 

Over time, this constant criticism can erode your self-esteem and make you
feel like nothing you do is ever good enough. Recognizing frequent criticism
for what it is—emotional manipulation—can help you protect your sense of
self-worth and break free from the cycle of negativity. 
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Patterns of Narcissistic Behavior 

Narcissistic behavior often follows recognizable patterns. Here are some common
patterns to look out for: 

1Idealization and Devaluation

They may initially idealize you, placing you on a pedestal, only to later
devalue and criticize you harshly. This cycle is a common pattern in
narcissistic relationships. During the idealization phase, the narcissist
showers you with praise and admiration, making you feel incredibly special.
But this is often followed by the devaluation phase, where they suddenly
become critical, dismissive, or even cruel, leaving you confused and hurt. 

Example: 
At the beginning of your relationship, your partner treats you like you’re the
most amazing person they’ve ever met. They constantly tell you how perfect
you are, how lucky they are to be with you, and that no one has ever made
them feel this way before. They may surprise you with gifts, plan elaborate
dates, and make grand declarations of love. This idealization phase makes
you feel deeply connected and valued. 

However, over time, their behavior changes. They begin to criticize you for
the very things they once admired. Suddenly, your habits, appearance, or
even personality traits are no longer good enough. They might say things like,
“You’ve changed,” or “I don’t know what I saw in you.” This devaluation
phase can be abrupt and confusing, leaving you constantly trying to win back
their approval and affection. 

Understanding this cycle helps you recognize the manipulation behind these
dramatic shifts and protect yourself from emotional harm. 
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2 Lack of Empathy

They consistently fail to empathize with your feelings, often dismissing or
belittling your emotions. A defining trait of narcissism is a profound lack of
empathy—the inability or unwillingness to understand or care about the
feelings and needs of others. This can manifest in many ways, often leaving
you feeling emotionally neglected or invalidated.



Example: 
You’ve had a rough day at work and try to share your feelings with your
partner. Instead of offering support or listening, they dismiss your
experience by saying, “I don’t know why you’re so upset. You’re
overreacting, it’s not that big of a deal.” Or, they might turn the
conversation back to themselves, saying something like, “You think your day
was hard? My day was way worse.” 

Their lack of empathy makes you feel unseen and unheard, as they refuse to
acknowledge your emotions or provide any emotional support. This inability
to connect on an emotional level can make you feel isolated in the
relationship and question the validity of your own feelings. Recognizing a
lack of empathy is essential to understanding how narcissistic behavior can
impact your emotional well-being. 

© 2024 Cindy Priest Entrekin, MA, LPC All Rights Reserved | 17

3Manipulative Tactics

They use manipulation to control and dominate, employing tactics like
gaslighting, love bombing, and triangulation. Narcissists often use
manipulative tactics to control and influence others, ensuring that their own
needs and desires are met. These tactics can be subtle or overt, designed to
make you feel guilty, confused, or powerless in the relationship.

Example: 
You express a concern about the way your partner has been treating you
lately, saying you feel ignored or undervalued. Instead of addressing your
concern, they turn the situation around by saying, “You’re always finding
something wrong with me. No matter what I do, you’re never happy. Maybe
I’m not the problem—maybe it’s you.” This tactic, known as gaslighting,
causes you to doubt your own perceptions and feel guilty for raising the
issue. 

Another common manipulation might include them making promises they
have no intention of keeping, saying, “I’ll change” or “I’ll do better,” to
placate you in the moment. But their behavior never actually changes. 

These manipulative tactics are designed to shift blame, make you question
yourself, and keep you emotionally off-balance, making it harder for you to
stand up for yourself or leave the relationship. Recognizing manipulation is
key to regaining control and clarity in your interactions. 



4Exploitation

They exploit others to meet their own needs, often disregarding the
consequences of their actions on those around them. 

Example: 
A narcissist may exploit your financial resources without concern for your
well-being. For instance, they might pressure you into paying for their
expenses, such as bills, vacations, or luxury items, with little or no intention
of repaying you. When confronted, they may deflect by blaming their
financial situation on external factors or guilt you into believing it's your
responsibility to help them, even as they continue to spend recklessly on
themselves. This behavior leaves you feeling drained, both emotionally and
financially.

Case Studies and Examples 
Understanding real-life examples can provide context to the patterns and behaviors
described. Here are a few case studies:
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Case Study 1: Sarah and Tom 

Early Stages: Tom was incredibly charming and attentive, showering Sarah
with gifts and compliments. They moved in together after just two months.

 
Later Stages: Tom's behavior became erratic. He started criticizing Sarah's
appearance and choices, blaming her for his problems. He would alternately
praise and belittle her, leaving her confused and insecure. 

Case Study 2: Lisa and Mark

Early Stages: Mark seemed perfect. He was successful, confident, and made
Lisa feel special with constant attention and admiration.

 
Later Stages: Mark began to control Lisa's interactions with friends and
family, expressing jealousy and possessiveness. He manipulated situations
to make Lisa doubt her perceptions, often gaslighting her.
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Emotional and Psychological Tactics 
Narcissists use various tactics to manipulate and control their partners emotionally
and psychologically. Understanding these tactics can help you recognize and resist
them.

Gaslighting is a form of psychological manipulation where the narcissist makes you
doubt your perceptions, memories, and sanity. 

Examples: 

Gaslighting

They deny saying or doing things you clearly remember. 
They accuse you of being overly sensitive or imagining things.
They twist facts to make you question your reality. 

Manipulation involves controlling or influencing someone through deceit, coercion,
or unscrupulous tactics.

Examples: 

Manipulation

They use guilt or pity to get their way.
They make you feel responsible for their happiness or success. 
They play the victim to elicit sympathy and control you.
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Love bombing involves overwhelming you with affection and attention to gain your
trust, followed by devaluation where they criticize and belittle you. 

Examples: 

Love Bombing and Devaluation 

They initially shower you with compliments, gifts, and attention. 
Once they have your trust, they begin to criticize your appearance,
intelligence, or choices. 
They create a cycle of praise and criticism to keep you off balance. 

Triangulation involves bringing a third party into the relationship to create jealousy,
competition, or division. Smear campaigns are efforts to damage your reputation by
spreading lies and rumors. 

Examples: 

Recognizing these early warning signs, red flags, patterns, and tactics can help
you identify narcissistic behavior in your partner. Understanding these

behaviors is the first step in protecting yourself and making informed decisions
about your relationship.

Triangulation and Smear Campaigns 

They compare you unfavorably to others, making you feel inadequate. 
They tell others negative things about you to isolate you from your support
network. 
They use others to convey messages, creating confusion and conflict.



Recognizing Narcissistic Behavior 
in Your Partner

Processing Worksheet:
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Use this worksheet to reflect on your relationship and identify whether your partner
is exhibiting early warning signs or patterns of narcissistic behavior. Take your time
to answer each question thoughtfully.

PART 1: EARLY WARNING SIGNSPART 1: EARLY WARNING SIGNS  

1. CHARM AND FLATTERY 

How does your partner express their admiration and affection towards you? Give
specific examples. 

Have you ever felt overwhelmed or uncomfortable by the intensity of their
praise or gifts? Why or why not? 
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2. FAST-PACED RELATIONSHIP 

How quickly did your relationship progress? List the major milestones and their
timelines.

Did you feel pressured to make significant commitments early on? Explain your
feelings during these times. 

Does your partner frequently share stories of their achievements or talents?
Describe a specific instance.

Do these stories seem plausible, or do they feel exaggerated? Why?

3. EXAGGERATED STORIES 
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4. LACK OF GENUINE INTEREST 

How often does your partner ask about your thoughts, feelings, or experiences?
Provide examples.

Do you feel that they listen attentively and respond empathetically? Explain your
observations. 

Does your partner display a sense of entitlement in various situations? Describe
an incident where this was evident. 

How do they react when they do not receive the treatment or recognition they
expect?

5. ENTITLEMENT 
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PART 2: RED FLAGS IN THE INITIAL STAGESPART 2: RED FLAGS IN THE INITIAL STAGES  

1. INCONSISTENT BEHAVIOR 

Have you noticed your partner switching between extreme charm and coldness?
Describe specific instances.

How do these mood swings affect you emotionally? 

Has your partner ever pushed your boundaries or ignored your comfort levels?
Give examples.

How do you feel when your boundaries are not respected? 

2. DISREGARD FOR BOUNDARIES 
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3. BLAME-SHIFTING 

Does your partner often blame others for their problems or mistakes? Provide a
specific example.

How do you feel when your partner shifts blame onto you or others?

Does your partner exhibit signs of jealousy or possessiveness? Describe an
incident where this was evident.

How does their jealousy or possessiveness impact your relationships with
others?

4. JEALOUSY AND POSSESSIVENESS 
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5. FREQUENT CRITICISM 

How often does your partner criticize you? Provide examples of both subtle and
overt criticism.

How do these criticisms affect your self-esteem and confidence? 
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Can you describe a time when your partner initially idealized you and later
devalued you? What changed?

How did you feel during the idealization phase compared to the devaluation
phase?

PART 3: PATTERNS OF NARCISSISTIC BEHAVIORPART 3: PATTERNS OF NARCISSISTIC BEHAVIOR  

1. IDEALIZATION AND DEVALUATION 

Give examples of situations where your partner failed to empathize with your
feelings.

How does their lack of empathy make you feel about sharing your emotions with
them?

2. LACK OF EMPATHY 
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3. MANIPULATIVE TACTICS 

Have you experienced any manipulative behaviors from your partner, such as
gaslighting or guilt-tripping? Describe specific instances. 

How do you react when you recognize these manipulative tactics? 

Has your partner ever taken advantage of you or others to meet their own
needs? Provide examples.

How do you feel when you realize you or others are being exploited?

4. EXPLOITATION 
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PART 4: EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TACTICSPART 4: EMOTIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TACTICS  

1. GASLIGHTING 

Have you ever doubted your memory or perceptions because of your partner's
behavior? Describe an incident.

How did your partner respond when you questioned their version of events?

Can you identify times when your partner used guilt or pity to influence your
actions? Provide examples.

How do you feel after realizing you were manipulated?

2. MANIPULATION 
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3. LOVE BOMBING AND DEVALUATION 

Describe instances of intense affection followed by harsh criticism from your
partner.

How does this cycle of love bombing and devaluation impact your emotional
stability?

 Have you ever felt pitted against others by your partner? Describe how this
made you feel.

Have you heard negative things about yourself from mutual acquaintances,
suggesting your partner has spread rumors? How did you respond?

4. TRIANGULATION AND SMEAR CAMPAIGNS 
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REFLECTION AND NEXT STEPSREFLECTION AND NEXT STEPS  

1. OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

After completing this worksheet, do you believe your partner exhibits narcissistic
behaviors? Explain your reasoning.

How has this reflection impacted your understanding of your relationship?

What steps can you take to protect yourself and improve your well-being?
Consider setting boundaries, seeking support, or consulting a therapist.

How will you implement these steps in your daily life?

2. TAKING ACTION 
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3. SEEKING SUPPORT 

Who can you turn to for support and guidance? List friends, family members, and
professional resources. 

How will you reach out to them for help?

Use this worksheet as a tool to gain clarity on your partner's behavior and
its impact on your well-being. Reflecting on these questions can help you
make informed decisions about your relationship and take steps toward

protecting yourself. 



Section 3: 
Impact on the Victim
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Emotional and Psychological Effects 

Anxiety and Depression 

Being in a relationship with a narcissistic partner can have profound emotional and
psychological effects. Understanding these impacts is crucial for recognizing the toll
the relationship is taking on your mental health.

Narcissistic partners often undermine your self-esteem and self-worth through
constant criticism, manipulation, and devaluation. 

Examples: 

The instability and emotional abuse in a narcissistic relationship can lead to chronic
anxiety and depression.

Symptoms: 

They belittle your achievements and make you doubt your abilities.
They compare you unfavorably to others, leading to feelings of
inadequacy. 

Persistent feelings of sadness, hopelessness, or worthlessness. 
Constant worry, nervousness, or panic attacks. 
Difficulty concentrating and making decisions.

Self-Esteem and Self-Worth 

Trauma and PTSD 

Prolonged exposure to narcissistic abuse can result in trauma and, in some cases,
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

Symptoms: 

Flashbacks, nightmares, and intrusive thoughts about the abuse.
Avoidance of situations or people that remind you of the trauma.
Hypervigilance and an exaggerated startle response.
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Changes in Behavior 

Physical Symptoms of Stress 

Impact on Daily Life and Relationships 

Behavioral and Physical Effects 

Victims of narcissistic abuse may exhibit significant changes in their behavior, often
as coping mechanisms.

Examples: 

The chronic stress of dealing with a narcissistic partner can lead to various physical
health issues.

Symptoms: 

The effects of narcissistic abuse extend beyond your mental and physical health,
affecting your daily life and interactions with others.

Examples: 

The emotional strain of a narcissistic relationship can also manifest in changes in
behavior and physical health issues.

Isolation from friends and family to avoid conflict or criticism. 
Increased irritability, anger, or mood swings. 
Difficulty trusting others and forming new relationships. 

Fatigue and exhaustion. 
Headaches, migraines, and other chronic pain. 
Digestive issues, such as stomach aches or irritable bowel syndrome.

Difficulty focusing on work or school, leading to decreased performance. 
Strained relationships with friends and family due to isolation or conflict. 
Loss of interest in activities you once enjoyed. 
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Case Study: The Impact of a Narcissist on a Partner with Low Self-
Esteem, Anxiety, Depression, and Trauma 

Background: Tammy entered a relationship with Joe at a vulnerable point in their
life. She had a history of low self-esteem, anxiety, and depression due to unresolved
childhood trauma, which made her more susceptible to emotional manipulation.
Early in the relationship, Joe was incredibly charming, offering theTammy validation
and affection that she had long craved. This created a deep emotional attachment,
but as time passed, Joe’s true colors emerged.

Stage 1: The Narcissist’s Emotional Manipulation

Stage 2: Amplification of Anxiety and Depression 

At first, Joe constantly showered Tammy with love and compliments,
reinforcing her need for validation. Tammy’s low self-esteem made her deeply
reliant on this praise, as she believed it was proof of her worth. However, as
soon as Joe felt secure in the relationship, he began withdrawing that affection
and instead criticized Tammy subtly—about their appearance, decisions, and
abilities. 

Over time, these small criticisms eroded her self-esteem even further. She
started doubting their worth, feeling that nothing she did was ever good
enough. Tammy became hyper-focused on pleasing Joe, hoping that by doing
more, she could regain the praise and affection she once received. 

Joe’s erratic behavior—alternating between warmth and coldness—triggered the
Tammy’s anxiety. She lived in constant fear of upsetting the narcissist and was
always on edge, waiting for the next mood swing or verbal outburst. The
unpredictability of the relationship created a sense of insecurity and
hypervigilance, which exacerbated her anxiety. 

As the relationship progressed, Tammy’s depression worsened. She began to
withdraw from friends and family, feeling too ashamed to talk about what was
happening. Joe further isolated her by stating her concerns were irrational or
that no one else would understand. This led to increased loneliness and a sense
of hopelessness.
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Stage 3: Trauma and Behavioral Changes

Stage 4: Physical Symptoms of Stress 

Outcome: 

Joe often used Tammy’s past trauma against them. He would gaslight her,
making her believe that any emotional reactions were “overblown” or “crazy,”
often saying things like, “You’re always so sensitive,” or, “That didn’t even
happen the way you remember it.” Over time, Tammy began questioning their
own reality, leading to further emotional instability.

Tammy’s behavior began to change significantly. Once outgoing and sociable,
she became withdrawn and overly cautious around Joe, walking on eggshells to
avoid conflict. She stopped sharing her thoughts and feelings, fearing judgment
or ridicule. Her self-worth was now tied to the Joe’s fluctuating approval, and
she constantly sought validation, even when it wasn’t given. 

The emotional toll of the relationship began manifesting physically. Tammy
started experiencing severe headaches, frequent stomach aches, and sleep
disturbances like insomnia or nightmares. She was constantly fatigued but
unable to rest because of the anxiety. She also developed muscle tension and
back pain due to the chronic stress of trying to manage the Joe’s emotions and
reactions. 

Tammy’s mental health issues, particularly the untreated anxiety and
depression, started affecting her overall health. She began losing weight due to
stress and a change in eating habits, and frequently felt on the verge of a panic
attack, especially in moments of confrontation with Joe.

After months, Tammy reached a breaking point. She had become a shadow of
her former self—emotionally drained, isolated, and physically unwell. Friends
and family noticed the drastic changes, but she felt too embarrassed to seek
help. Her anxiety became so severe that she even struggled to function at work,
and depression led to thoughts of hopelessness. 

Eventually, after a particularly harsh emotional episode with Joe, Tammy
sought therapy. Through counseling, she began to understand the toxic
dynamics of the relationship and recognize how Joe had exploited her
vulnerabilities. This insight helped her slowly rebuild the eroded self-esteem,
set boundaries, and begin to heal from the trauma she had endured.



Assessing the Impact of 
Narcissistic Abuse

Quiz:
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Use this quiz to evaluate how your relationship with a narcissistic partner is affecting
you. Answer each question based on your experiences. 

1. SELF-ESTEEM AND SELF-WORTH 

Do you often feel inadequate or unworthy because of your partner's criticisms? 

2. ANXIETY AND DEPRESSION 

Do you experience persistent feelings of sadness or hopelessness? 

Do you find yourself constantly worrying or feeling nervous? 

3. TRAUMA AND PTSD 

Do you have flashbacks or nightmares about your partner's abusive behavior?

Do you avoid places or people that remind you of your partner or the abuse?
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4. CHANGES IN BEHAVIOR 

Have you isolated yourself from friends and family to avoid conflict or criticism?

Do you find it difficult to trust others or form new relationships?

5. PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS OF STRESS 

Do you often feel fatigued or exhausted without a clear reason?

Do you suffer from headaches, migraines, or chronic pain?

Do you experience digestive issues, such as stomach aches or irritable bowel
syndrome?

6. IMPACT ON DAILY LIFE AND RELATIONSHIPS 

Do you struggle to focus on work or school because of your relationship?

Have your relationships with friends and family become strained or distant?

Have you lost interest in activities you once enjoyed?
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Scoring and Interpretation 
15-29: Low impact. While there may be some effects, they are relatively mild.
Consider monitoring your situation and seeking support if needed. 

30-44: Moderate impact. Your relationship is having a noticeable effect on your
well-being. It may be beneficial to seek professional help and explore ways to
protect yourself. 

45-60: High impact. Your relationship is significantly affecting your mental,
emotional, and physical health. Seeking professional support and taking steps to
ensure your safety and well-being is crucial.

By completing this section and the quiz, you can gain a clearer understanding of how
your relationship with a narcissistic partner is impacting your life. Recognizing these
effects is a vital step towards healing and taking appropriate actions to protect
yourself. 



Section 4: 
 Strategies for Coping and Healing
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Establishing Boundaries 

How to Set and Maintain Boundaries 

IMPORTANCE OF BOUNDARIES 

Setting boundaries is essential for protecting your emotional and mental well-being.
Boundaries help define what is acceptable behavior and ensure that your needs and
values are respected.

Why Boundaries Matter: 

Identify Your Boundaries: 

Reflect on what makes you feel uncomfortable, disrespected, or unsafe. 
Determine your limits in various situations, such as emotional, physical,
and digital boundaries.

 Communicate Clearly: 

Use assertive language to express your boundaries. Be clear, concise, and
firm. 
For example: "I need you to stop criticizing me in front of others." 

Stay Consistent: 

Consistently enforce your boundaries, even if it's challenging. 
Avoid making exceptions, as this can weaken your boundaries and make
them less effective. 

Respond Appropriately: 

If your boundaries are crossed, address the behavior immediately. 
Use phrases like, "I've asked you not to do that. Please respect my
boundary." 

They provide a sense of control and safety. 
They help maintain your self-respect and dignity. 
They protect you from further manipulation and abuse.
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Examples and Scenarios 

1. Physical Boundaries

“I need personal space right now.” 
“I’m not comfortable with hugs; a handshake is fine.” 
“Please don’t come into my room without knocking.”

Physical boundaries involve your personal space and body. These boundaries
dictate who can touch you, how close someone can be, and what physical actions
you are comfortable with. 

Examples:

Be clear and direct about your personal space and physical needs. If a narcissist
disregards these limits, repeat your boundary firmly and step away if necessary.
Remember, it’s okay to remove yourself from a situation where you feel physically
uncomfortable or unsafe. 

How to Set Physical Boundaries:

2. Emotional Boundaries 

“I’m not comfortable discussing that topic right now.” 
“I need time to process my feelings before we talk about this.” 
“It’s not okay for you to raise your voice when we’re discussing things.”

Emotional boundaries involve your feelings and emotional energy. They define how
much emotional support you give or receive and prevent others from overstepping
and using you as an emotional dumping ground.

Examples:

When setting emotional boundaries, express your feelings and needs clearly.
Narcissists may try to guilt or manipulate you into emotional labor or invalidate your
feelings. Stay firm and don’t feel obligated to offer support beyond what you’re
comfortable with. 

How to Set Emotional Boundaries:
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3. Time Boundaries 

“I have an hour to talk, but then I need to focus on other things.” 
“I can’t meet you tonight; I’ve made other plans.”
“I need some alone time this weekend to recharge.” 

Time boundaries help you manage your time effectively and protect your energy.
Narcissists may demand your attention and time without regard for your schedule or
personal needs.

Examples:

Be explicit about your availability. Narcissists often try to monopolize your time or
push their agenda without considering your commitments. Learn to say “no” without
guilt, and prioritize your own needs and self-care.

How to Set Time Boundaries:

4. Material Boundaries

“I’m not lending out my car; it’s a personal item.” 
“I can’t give you money right now.” 
“Please don’t use my things without asking first.”

Material boundaries define how you use and share your personal belongings, money,
and possessions. Narcissists may try to exploit your generosity or feel entitled to
your resources.

Examples:

Be clear and unapologetic about what you are willing and not willing to share. If a
narcissist insists on borrowing your possessions or money, it’s essential to say no,
even if they try to manipulate you by playing the victim or making you feel guilty. 

How to Set Material Boundaries:
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5. Intellectual Boundaries 

I respect your opinion, but I don’t agree with it.” 
“Please don’t belittle my ideas; we can have different perspectives.”
“I’m not comfortable debating this topic right now.” 

Intellectual boundaries involve your thoughts, opinions, and beliefs. Narcissists
often dismiss or invalidate others' viewpoints in favor of their own, making it crucial
to protect your intellectual space. 

Examples:

When dealing with a narcissist, stand firm in your beliefs and avoid getting pulled
into endless arguments or debates that serve only to feed their need for dominance.
Respectful communication is key, but remember that you don’t need to justify your
thoughts or opinions to someone who isn’t respecting them.

How to Set Intellectual Boundaries:

Prioritize Your Needs: 

 Identify activities that nourish your body, mind, and soul. 
Schedule regular time for self-care activities, such as exercise, hobbies,
and relaxation. 

Practical Self-Care Tips: 

Physical: Exercise regularly, eat nutritious meals, and get adequate sleep. 

Emotional: Journaling, talking to a friend, and expressing your feelings. 

Mental: Engaging in activities that challenge and stimulate your mind, like
reading or puzzles.

Self-Care and Self-Compassion 

DEVELOPING A SELF-CARE ROUTINE 



2. Affirmations or Journaling (10 minutes) 

Use positive affirmations to remind yourself of your worth, separate from the
narcissist’s influence. If affirmations aren’t your style, spend 10 minutes
writing in a journal. Focus on what you’re grateful for, how you’re feeling, or
set a positive intention for the day. 

Example affirmations: 
"I am worthy of love and respect." 
"I control my own happiness."
"I deserve peace and balance in my life."

3. Simple Stretching or Movement (10 minutes) 

Engage in light stretching or yoga to release
any tension stored in your body. You can
find free stretching or yoga routines on
YouTube, which don’t require any
equipment. Focus on areas where you feel
stress or tightness, such as your shoulders,
back, and neck.
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1. Mindful Breathing (5 minutes)

Start your day by grounding yourself. Before you even get out of bed, take
five minutes for deep, mindful breathing. Focus on inhaling slowly for four
counts, holding for four, and exhaling for four. This will help center your mind
and reduce any anxiety you may feel about the day ahead.

Sample Self-Care Routine 

MORNING ROUTINE: SETTING THE TONE FOR THE DAY

Dealing with a narcissist, especially in a close relationship, can be mentally,
emotionally, and even physically exhausting. Establishing a daily self-care routine is
essential to preserve your well-being, regain emotional balance, and protect your
sense of self. This self-care routine is designed to be affordable and accessible,
helping you practice mindfulness, maintain boundaries, and rejuvenate without
spending much money.



5. Stay Hydrated and Nourished

Prioritize simple, affordable nutrition. Keeping your body fueled with
healthy foods will stabilize your mood and energy levels. Stock up on
inexpensive, nutritious options like oats, beans, rice, fresh vegetables, and
fruit. Drink plenty of water throughout the day to keep hydrated.

6. Practice “Micro-Meditations” (1-2 minutes) 

When you feel emotionally drained or anxious, take a minute to pause. Close
your eyes, breathe deeply, and focus on calming thoughts. Even a minute or
two of these “micro-meditations” can help you regain control and reduce
stress. Use free meditation apps like Insight Timer or YouTube to guide you if
needed.

4. Create Boundaries with Time for Yourself

Dedicate at least 15-20 minutes of personal time throughout your day,
whether during lunch or in the evening, that’s just for you. Use this time to
detach from any emotional demands the narcissist may place on you. You can
read, listen to a podcast, or take a walk—anything that gives you space from
the relationship.

Throughout the Day: Maintaining Emotional Balance 
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8. Wind Down with a Simple Self-Care Activity 

7. Disconnect from Stress

Limit your interactions with the narcissist as much as possible in the evening.
If you're in the same space, try to engage in separate activities that give you
emotional distance. If the narcissist is draining your energy, excuse yourself
politely and retreat to a quiet space to decompress.

9. Gratitude or Reflection Journaling (5-10 minutes)

Spend 5-10 minutes before bed reflecting on your day. Write down what went
well, how you took care of yourself, and what you’re grateful for. This practice
helps shift your focus from negative experiences to positive moments, no
matter how small.

10. Guided Sleep Meditation or Breathing Exercise 

To ensure you rest well, listen to a free guided sleep meditation or perform a
calming breathing exercise before bed. Apps like Calm (with free content) or
YouTube channels offer a variety of sleep meditations. Focus on deep
breaths to relax your mind and body, helping you let go of the day’s stress
and anxiety.

Before bed, do something that calms you: 

Bath with Epsom Salts: Epsom salts are inexpensive and can help soothe
physical tension. Light a candle or play calming music to create a peaceful
atmosphere. 
Herbal Tea: Make a calming cup of herbal tea, such as chamomile or
peppermint, which are affordable and help with relaxation. 
Skincare: Spend a few minutes on a simple skincare routine (even just
washing your face and applying a basic moisturizer). This can help you
reconnect with your body and feel more cared for. 

EVENING ROUTINE: RELEASING THE DAY’S TENSION 
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12. Connect with a Support System 

11. Nature Walks or Time Outdoors 

If possible, spend time outdoors at least once a week. Nature has a powerful
calming effect, and walking in a park or nearby green space can help clear
your mind and reduce stress. It’s free, easy to do, and a great way to unplug
from the pressures of the relationship.

13. Affordable Therapy or Counseling 

If your budget allows, seek professional support through a therapist who
specializes in narcissistic abuse or emotional manipulation. Many
communities offer sliding-scale therapy or free counseling services. There are
also online therapy platforms that offer more affordable rates.

Build a support system outside of the narcissistic relationship. Reach out to
trusted friends or family members for emotional support. If in-person
connections are difficult, online communities or support groups (many of
which are free) can be a lifeline.

WEEKLY OR BIWEEKLY PRACTICES FOR DEEPER CARE:

Key Points to Remember:

Consistency is key: Incorporating small, daily self-care practices will have a
cumulative effect on your mental and emotional well-being. 

Boundaries: Respect your need for space and time, and recognize when the
narcissist’s behavior is overstepping your boundaries. Reinforce these
boundaries by maintaining your self-care routine. 

Affordability: Self-care doesn’t need to be expensive. Many of these practices
are free or very low-cost and accessible to everyone. 



Techniques for Self-Compassion 

Practice Mindful Self-Awareness:

Recognize your feelings without judgment. Acknowledge your pain and
allow yourself to experience it.

Self-Compassion Exercises: 

Loving-Kindness Meditation: Spend a few minutes each day silently
repeating phrases like, "May I be happy. May I be healthy. May I be at
peace." 

Self-Compassionate Letter: Write a letter to yourself expressing
understanding and compassion for your struggles. 

Step 1: Recognize Your Pain 

The first step to practicing self-compassion is simply acknowledging what
you’re going through. Narcissistic relationships are emotionally draining, and
it’s important to recognize the pain you’re experiencing without minimizing or
dismissing it.

Example Practice: Find a quiet space and take a few deep breaths. Say to
yourself: 

“This is really hard right now.” 
“I’m feeling hurt and overwhelmed by how I’m being treated.” 
“It’s okay to feel this way.” 

Recognizing your pain is not about indulging in self-pity but about giving
yourself permission to feel without judgment. 
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Sample SElf-Compassion Routine 



Step 2: Validate Your Emotions 

Narcissists often invalidate your feelings, making you question whether your
emotions are “justified.” In this step, you’ll remind yourself that your
emotions are valid and natural, especially given the circumstances.

Example Practice: Think about a recent incident where the narcissist belittled
or manipulated you. Instead of internalizing their criticism or denying how
you felt, say to yourself: 

“It’s understandable that I feel hurt.” 
“My emotions are valid, even if the other person doesn’t recognize them.” 
“I am allowed to feel upset, angry, or sad.”

Validating your emotions helps you to reconnect with your inner truth and
release the grip of self-doubt.

Step 3: Offer Yourself Kindness 

Now, focus on offering yourself kindness, just as you would to a close friend
going through a tough time. Often, we are far more compassionate toward
others than we are toward ourselves. This step is about changing that
dynamic. 

Example Practice: Place your hand over your heart or wrap your arms around
yourself, and say something gentle, such as:

“I’m going through something difficult, but I’m doing the best I can.” 
“I deserve love and care, especially from myself.” 
“It’s okay to put myself first. I am worthy of my own kindness.” 

This physical gesture and kind words help to create a sense of comfort and
warmth for yourself, reminding you that you deserve compassion.
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Step 4: Practice Mindful Acceptance 

In narcissistic relationships, you may feel pressure to constantly fix things or
change yourself to meet the narcissist’s demands. Practicing mindful
acceptance means acknowledging that you cannot control the narcissist’s
behavior, but you can control how you respond and how you care for
yourself. 

Example Practice:  Take a few deep breaths and repeat these phrases to
yourself: 

“I cannot change how the narcissist behaves, but I can change how I
respond.” 
“I accept that this situation is difficult, but I also accept that I am worthy
of peace.” 
“I release myself from the need to control or fix things that are out of my
hands.” 

This step helps you find a sense of inner peace and self-acceptance amidst
the chaos. 

Step 5: Set an Intention for Self-Care 

After practicing self-compassion, it’s important to follow up with action.
Setting small, realistic intentions for self-care reinforces your commitment to
yourself. 

Example Practice: Take a moment to think about a self-care activity you can
do to nurture yourself—whether it’s taking a walk, having a bath, journaling, or
talking to a supportive friend. Set a clear intention, such as:  

“I will take a 10-minute walk this evening to clear my mind.” 
“I will spend time journaling my feelings to release my emotions.” 
“I will reach out to someone who makes me feel supported.” 

Taking concrete steps for self-care after practicing self-compassion
reinforces your commitment to prioritizing your well-being. 

© 2024 Cindy Priest Entrekin, MA, LPC All Rights Reserved | 50



© 2024 Cindy Priest Entrekin, MA, LPC All Rights Reserved | 51

Key Reminders: 

Be gentle with yourself: Narcissistic relationships are challenging, and it’s normal
to feel drained. Practicing self-compassion is a way to refill your emotional
reserves. 

It’s okay to prioritize yourself: Narcissists often make you feel selfish for setting
boundaries, but self-compassion reminds you that your needs matter. 

Repeat often: Self-compassion is a skill that grows with practice. Return to this
practice whenever you feel overwhelmed or criticized.

By cultivating self-compassion, you give yourself the emotional support you may not
be receiving in your relationship, helping you maintain your sense of self-worth and
strength during difficult times.

Mindfulness and Stress Management 

Mindfulness Practices:

Breathing Exercises: Focus on your breath to calm your mind and reduce
stress. 

Body Scan: Pay attention to sensations in your body to increase
awareness and release tension. 

Stress Management Techniques:

Progressive Muscle Relaxation: Tense and then relax each muscle group
to release physical tension. 

Visualization: Imagine a peaceful place or situation to reduce stress and
promote relaxation.
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Morning Mindfulness Practice (10 Minutes) 

Midday Stress Relief (5-10 Minutes) 

Start your day with a short mindfulness routine to center yourself and
prepare for any emotional challenges that may arise. 

Find a Quiet Spot: Sit in a comfortable position with your feet flat on the
ground. Close your eyes and take a few deep breaths to settle into the
moment. 
Body Scan: Focus your attention on different parts of your body, starting
from your toes and moving upwards. Notice any tension or discomfort
without trying to change it. Simply observe how your body feels. 
Mindful Breathing: Now, bring your attention to your breath. Inhale slowly
through your nose for four counts, hold for four, and exhale for four
counts through your mouth. As you breathe, notice the sensation of air
moving in and out of your body. If your mind starts to wander to worries
about your relationship or daily stressors, gently bring your focus back to
your breath. 
Set an Intention: Before finishing, set an intention for your day. For
example, you might say, “Today, I will stay calm and centered,” or “I will
protect my peace.” Repeat this intention silently to yourself a few times. 

During the day, particularly after an emotionally draining interaction with the
narcissist, take a moment to reset.

Mindful Pause: When you feel your stress levels rising, take a quick pause.
Close your eyes if you can, and take three slow, deep breaths. 
Name the Emotion: Identify and label the emotion you’re feeling (e.g., “I
am feeling anxious,” or “I am feeling frustrated”). Simply naming the
emotion can help reduce its intensity by creating distance between you
and the emotion.

Sample Mindfulness and Stress Management Plan 

Why it helps: This practice helps you start the day with a clear, calm mind and
anchors you in the present moment, making you less reactive to emotional
manipulation throughout the day. 
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Evening Wind-Down (15-20 Minutes) 

Grounding Exercise: Use your senses to bring yourself back to the
present. Look around and silently name five things you can see, four
things you can touch, three things you can hear, two things you can smell,
and one thing you can taste. This simple grounding technique helps break
the cycle of overthinking and emotional overwhelm. 
Release Tension: If possible, do a quick stretch or take a short walk. Even
just standing up and stretching your arms, shoulders, and neck can
release physical tension built up from stress. 

Before bed, practice mindfulness and stress management techniques to help
you release the day’s emotional load and unwind.

Journaling to Release Emotional Baggage (5-10 minutes): At the end of
the day, write in a journal about any difficult interactions or emotions you
experienced. Focus on how those moments made you feel and what your
body’s reactions were (e.g., tense shoulders, headache, or racing
thoughts). Then, write about what you can let go of before bed. You might
say, “I release the tension from today,” or “I let go of any negative energy I
absorbed.”
Progressive Muscle Relaxation (5-10 minutes): Lie down in a comfortable
position and close your eyes. Starting with your feet, tense the muscles
for a few seconds, then release. Work your way up through your legs,
abdomen, arms, and finally your face, tensing and releasing each muscle
group. Focus on the sensation of tension leaving your body as you exhale. 
Guided Visualization (5 minutes): End your day with a simple visualization
to reduce stress. Close your eyes and imagine a peaceful place—perhaps a
beach, forest, or quiet room. Picture yourself in this safe, serene space,
feeling calm and protected. Imagine the stress and negativity from the
day dissolving and being replaced by a sense of peace and strength. 

Why it helps: Taking short mindfulness breaks throughout the day helps you
manage your emotional responses to the narcissist’s behavior and prevents
stress from building up.

Why it helps: An evening mindfulness routine helps you process any lingering
emotions, release physical tension, and prepare your mind and body for
restful sleep.



1. Boundary Setting Practice (Throughout the Day)

Narcissists often push boundaries, making it crucial to actively protect your
emotional space. Practice setting and reinforcing boundaries by using
assertive, calm language:

 “I need some time alone right now.” 
“I’m not comfortable with how you’re speaking to me. Please stop.” 
“I can’t help with this today; I have other priorities.” 

Regularly asserting your boundaries can help you manage the narcissist’s
attempts to control or dominate, giving you more emotional space.

2. Daily Gratitude Practice (5 Minutes) 

At the end of each day, write down three things you’re grateful for. This can
help shift your focus from the stress of the relationship to positive aspects of
your life, no matter how small. 

For example:
 “I’m grateful for the quiet walk I took today.”
“I’m grateful for the time I spent reading this evening.” 
“I’m grateful for standing up for myself during that difficult conversation.”

3. Gentle Exercise or Movement (10-20 Minutes Daily)

Engage in light physical activity, such as walking, yoga, or stretching.
Movement helps relieve stress and tension from the body, which often
builds up when dealing with emotional manipulation. You don’t need a
gym membership—simple at-home stretches or a walk around the
neighborhood can work wonders. 
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Additional Daily Stress Management Techniques 



 Increases Emotional Awareness: Mindfulness helps you recognize your
emotional triggers, making it easier to manage your responses when dealing with
manipulative or critical behaviors. 
Builds Resilience: Regular mindfulness practice builds mental resilience, so you
become less reactive to the narcissist’s attempts to control or provoke you.
Reclaims Your Peace: Stress management through mindfulness allows you to
reclaim moments of peace, even in the midst of a difficult relationship. It
reminds you that you have control over your inner world, even when the external
situation feels overwhelming. 
Encourages Self-Care: Mindfulness naturally encourages self-care by helping you
tune into your own needs and emotions, which are often neglected when dealing
with a narcissist. 

By incorporating these mindfulness and stress management practices into your
daily routine, you can create a protective space for yourself, preserve your
emotional well-being, and cope more effectively with the ongoing challenges of a
narcissistic relationship.
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Why Mindfulness Works for Stress in Narcissistic Relationships 



Accept that the narcissist is unlikely to change, and recognize the limits of what they
can offer emotionally. Understand that they see the world through a different lens —
one centered around their own needs and perceptions.

Adjust Your Expectations

Be firm and consistent with your boundaries. Communicate them respectfully, but
don’t feel obligated to explain or justify. For example, if the narcissist engages in
demeaning behavior, you can calmly state: “I’m not comfortable being spoken to this
way, and I’m stepping away from the conversation until we can communicate
respectfully.”

Set Clear Boundaries

Try to understand what drives the narcissist’s behavior — their need for admiration
and control often stems from deep insecurity. This doesn’t mean excusing their
behavior but recognizing that their actions are more about them than about you.
Respond with empathy where possible, but do not get drawn into their emotional
manipulations.

Choose Empathy, Not Engagement

Narcissists may provoke you to elicit an emotional reaction, whether through
criticism, blame, or exaggeration. Stay calm and refrain from engaging in arguments.
Instead, use neutral language or remove yourself from the situation if needed.

Don’t Take the Bait
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How to Lovingly Tolerate a Narcissist

Navigating a relationship with a narcissist is challenging, and "tolerating" them
doesn't mean accepting or condoning their behavior. Instead, it’s about protecting
your own well-being while maintaining compassion and boundaries. Here are some
strategies to help you lovingly tolerate a narcissist:



Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT):

Focuses on changing negative thought patterns and behaviors.
Effective for anxiety, depression, and trauma. 

Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT):

Combines cognitive-behavioral techniques with mindfulness. 
Effective for emotional regulation and interpersonal issues.

Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing (EMDR):

Uses eye movements to process and reduce the impact of traumatic
memories. 
Effective for PTSD and trauma-related issues.

Research and Referrals:

Seek recommendations from trusted sources, such as friends, family, or
healthcare providers. 
Research therapists' specialties and approaches to find a good match.
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Protecting yourself is essential. Practice self-compassion, prioritize activities that
replenish your energy, and seek support from trusted friends, family, or
professionals. Remember: you cannot pour from an empty cup.

Focus on Self-Care

Narcissists can exploit personal information, using it against you when convenient.
Keep your vulnerable thoughts, feelings, and future plans private unless you’re
certain it’s safe to share.

Tolerating a narcissist lovingly means leading with empathy while
prioritizing your own mental and emotional health. It’s about extending
compassion without sacrificing your self-worth and maintaining a sense

of inner peace in their presence.

Limit Personal Disclosure

Seeking Professional Help 

TYPES OF THERAPY 



Initial Consultation:

Schedule a consultation to discuss your needs and see if you feel
comfortable with the therapist.

Questions to Ask:

What is your experience with treating trauma and abuse?" 
"What therapeutic approaches do you use?

© 2024 Cindy Priest Entrekin, MA, LPC All Rights Reserved | 58

Support Groups and Online Communities 

Benefits of Support Groups: 

Provide a safe space to share experiences and receive validation. 
Offer practical advice and emotional support from others who
understand your situation.

Finding Support Groups:

Look for local or online groups specializing in narcissistic abuse recovery. 
Consider joining online forums or social media communities dedicated to
support and healing.



Coping and Healing Strategies

Worksheet:

© 2024 Cindy Priest Entrekin, MA, LPC All Rights Reserved | 59

1. ESTABLISHING BOUNDARIES 

What are three boundaries you need to set in your relationship?

How will you communicate these boundaries to your partner?

What will you do if your partner crosses these boundaries? 

1

2

3
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2. SELF-CARE AND SELF-COMPASSION 

List three self-care activities you enjoy.

How will you incorporate these activities into your routine?

Write a self-compassionate letter to yourself, acknowledging your struggles and
offering kindness. 

3. MINDFULNESS AND STRESS MANAGEMENT 

Practice a breathing exercise for five minutes. How do you feel afterward?
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Try a body scan meditation. What sensations did you notice in your body?

Research and list three therapists or counseling centers in your area.

Visualize a peaceful place for a few minutes. How did this affect your stress
levels?

4. SEEKING PROFESSIONAL HELP 

What type of therapy do you think would be most beneficial for you?
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Write down any questions you have for potential therapists during your initial
consultation.

What do you hope to gain from joining these groups?

5. SUPPORT GROUPS AND ONLINE COMMUNITIES 

Research and list three support groups or online communities for narcissistic
abuse survivors.



PROS AND CONS 

List the Pros: 

List the Cons: 

Assess Your Safety: 

Are there any signs of physical danger or threats? 
How does your partner react to conflicts or boundary-setting?

Consider the Impact:

How does your partner's behavior affect your children or family
members? 
What changes have you noticed in your children or family since the
relationship began?

Section 5: 
Deciding to Stay or Leave
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Evaluating the Relationship 

Safety Considerations 

Impact on Children and Family 

What positive aspects do you see in your relationship? 
How does your partner contribute to your happiness and well-being?

What negative aspects do you experience in your relationship? 
How does your partner's behavior impact your mental and emotional
health?
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Making a Safe Exit Plan 

STEPS TO PREPARE FOR LEAVING 

Gather Important Documents: 

Create a Safety Plan: 

Legal and Financial Considerations 

Seek Legal Advice:

Consult with a lawyer about your rights and options. 
Consider filing for protective orders if necessary.

Financial Preparation:

Save money and open a separate bank account if possible. 
Make a budget and plan for financial independence. 

Creating a Support Network 

Identify Supportive People:

List friends, family members, and professionals who can offer support. 
Reach out to them and let them know your situation.

Develop a Communication Plan:

Establish a way to communicate safely and privately with your support
network.

Collect identification, financial records, and legal documents. 
Store them in a safe place or with a trusted person. 

Identify a safe place to go in case of an emergency. 
Develop a plan for leaving quickly if needed.
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Life After the Relationship 

HEALING AND RECOVERY PROCESS 

Allow Yourself Time:

Seek Professional Help:

Recognize that healing is a process and give yourself grace. 
Engage in activities that bring you joy and peace.

Continue therapy or counseling to address lingering trauma and
emotional wounds.

REBUILDING SELF-ESTEEM AND IDENTITY 

Rediscover Yourself:

 Affirmations and Positive Self-Talk: 

Engage in hobbies and interests that you may have neglected. 
Spend time with people who uplift and support you. 

Use affirmations to rebuild your self-esteem. 
Challenge negative thoughts and replace them with positive ones.

MOVING FORWARD AND BUILDING HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 

Reflect on Past Relationships:

Focus on Personal Growth:

Identify patterns and behaviors you want to avoid in future relationships. 
Set clear boundaries and communicate your needs early on. 

Pursue personal goals and self-improvement. 
Surround yourself with positive influences and healthy relationships



 Deciding to Stay or Leave

Worksheet:
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1. EVALUATING THE RELATIONSHIP 

List the pros of staying in your relationship.

List the cons of staying in your relationship. 

How do these lists make you feel about your decision to stay or leave?
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2. SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS 

Are there any signs that your physical safety is at risk?

How does your partner react when you set boundaries or express your needs?

3. IMPACT ON CHILDREN AND FAMILY

How has your partner's behavior affected your children or family members?

What changes have you noticed in their behavior or well-being?
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4. MAKING A SAFE EXIT PLAN 

List the important documents you need to gather.

What steps will you take to ensure a safe exit from the relationship?

5. LEGAL AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

What legal advice or actions do you need to take?

How will you prepare financially for leaving the relationship?
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6. CREATING A SUPPORT NETWORK 

Who are the supportive people in your life you can rely on?

How will you communicate with them safely and privately?

7. HEALING AND RECOVERY PROCESS 

What activities will you engage in to aid your healing process?

How will you continue to seek professional help and support?
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8. REBUILDING SELF-ESTEEM AND IDENTITY 

List hobbies and interests you want to rediscover. 

Write three affirmations to help rebuild your self-esteem.

9. MOVING FORWARD AND BUILDING HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 

Reflect on past relationships and identify patterns you want to avoid.

What personal goals will you pursue to promote personal growth? 

Use these sections and worksheets to gain clarity, make informed decisions, and
take steps toward healing and rebuilding your life. Remember, you have the

strength and resilience to move forward and create a healthier, happier future. 



Section 6: 
Resources
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Books and Articles 

RECOMMENDED READING LIST 

"The Narcissist You Know: Defending Yourself Against Extreme Narcissists in
an All-About-Me Age" by Joseph Burgo 

This book provides insight into the different types of narcissists and practical
advice on how to cope with them.

"Why Does He Do That?: Inside the Minds of Angry and Controlling Men" by
Lundy Bancroft 

This book offers deep insights into the mentality of abusive partners and practical
advice for victims.

"Will I Ever Be Good Enough?: Healing the Daughters of Narcissistic Mothers"
by Karyl McBride

A guide to understanding the impact of narcissistic parenting and steps for healing
and recovery.

"The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing of Trauma"
by Bessel van der Kolk

An exploration of how trauma affects the body and mind, with strategies for
healing.
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NOTABLE ARTICLES AND RESEARCH PAPERS 

"Narcissistic Personality Disorder: Diagnostic and Clinical Challenges" by Elsa
Ronningstam

A comprehensive overview of the complexities in diagnosing and treating NPD.

"Gaslighting: A Marital Syndrome" by Dorpat, T.L. 
An academic article detailing the dynamics and psychological impacts of
gaslighting in relationships.

"The Impact of Narcissistic Personality Disorder on Relationships" by Kristin
D. Neff

Research on how NPD affects interpersonal relationships and strategies for coping. 

Online Resources 

ONLINE RESOURCES 

PsychCentral (psychcentral.com)

Out of the Fog (outofthefog.website)

The Narcissistic Life (thenarcissisticlife.com)

Offers articles and resources on mental health, including topics on narcissism and
recovery.

Provides support and resources for those dealing with personality disorders in their
loved ones.

A blog dedicated to understanding narcissism and providing advice for those
affected by it.
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ONLINE SUPPORT GROUPS AND FORUMS 

Out of the Fog Forums (forum.outofthefog.net) 

A supportive forum for discussing the challenges of dealing with personality
disorders. 

DailyStrength (dailystrength.org/groups/narcissist-survivors)

An online support group for survivors of narcissistic relationships. 

HELPFUL APPS AND TOOLS  

Calm (calm.com) 
An app offering guided meditations and relaxation techniques to help manage
stress and anxiety. 

Headspace (headspace.com)
Provides mindfulness and meditation exercises to support mental well-being.

Hotlines and Support Services 

DOMESTIC ABUSE HOTLINES 

National Domestic Violence Hotline (USA)

Refuge (UK)

1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 
Offers 24/7 support, crisis intervention, and information on domestic violence.

0808 2000 247 
Provides emergency shelter, support, and information for women and children
affected by domestic violence.
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MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT LINES 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (USA) 

1-800-273-TALK (8255)
Provides free and confidential support for people in distress.

Samaritans (UK)

116 123 
Offers 24/7 emotional support for anyone in distress. 

LOCAL AND NATIONAL RESOURCES  

RAINN (Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network) (USA)
rainn.org 
Provides support and resources for survivors of sexual violence.

Women's Aid (UK)
womensaid.org.uk 
Offers support and advocacy for women and children experiencing domestic
abuse.

Mental Health America (USA)
mhanational.org
Provides resources and support for various mental health conditions. 



Conclusion
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Final Thoughts 

Encouragement and Support 

Summary of Key Takeaways 

You've reached the end of this workbook, and it's essential to take a moment to
acknowledge the journey you've been on. Understanding and dealing with
narcissistic behavior in a partner is incredibly challenging, and the fact that you’ve
sought out this resource shows your strength and resilience. 

As you move forward, keep in mind that you are not alone. Many have walked this
path before you and have found healing and peace. Surround yourself with
supportive friends, family, and professionals who understand what you're going
through. Lean on your support network when things get tough, and don't hesitate to
seek professional help when you need it. 

You have the power to reclaim your life and create a future filled with healthy, loving
relationships. 

Recognize the signs and types of narcissistic behavior. 
Debunk common myths and understand the true nature of narcissistic
personality disorder.

Identify early warning signs and red flags in relationships. 
Understand patterns and tactics used by narcissists, such as gaslighting,
manipulation, and triangulation.

1. Understanding Narcissism:

2. Recognizing Narcissistic Behavior: 

Remember, healing and growth are ongoing processes, and each step
you take is significant. 

Be gentle with yourself, practice self-compassion, and celebrate your
progress, no matter how small it may seem. 



Remember, this workbook is a tool to guide and support you, but it is not a
substitute for therapy or professional help. Use it as a resource alongside other
forms of support to aid your healing journey. You deserve to live a life free from
manipulation and abuse, filled with love, respect, and genuine connections. 

As you continue on your path, stay committed to your well-being, seek joy in small
moments, and believe in your capacity for growth and transformation. Your journey
is uniquely yours, and every step forward is a testament to your courage and
strength. 

Wishing you all the best on your journey to healing and happiness. 

With support and encouragement, 
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Acknowledge the emotional, psychological, and physical effects of
narcissistic abuse. 
Recognize the importance of addressing anxiety, depression, trauma,
and behavioral changes. 

Establish and maintain healthy boundaries. 
Develop a self-care routine and practice self-compassion.
Utilize mindfulness and stress management techniques.
Seek professional help and connect with support groups. 

3. Impact on the Victim: 

4. Strategies for Coping and Healing:

Evaluate the pros and cons of your relationship.
Consider safety, impact on children, and your well-being. 
Make a safe exit plan and prepare for life after the relationship.

Explore recommended books, articles, and online resources. 
Utilize support groups, helpful apps, and hotlines for additional support.

5. Deciding to Stay or Leave: 

6. Resources: 

Moving Forward 

CindyCindy



Checklist for Leaving a Narcissist

Appendix 1:
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Leaving a narcissistic partner can be challenging and requires careful planning. Use
this checklist to ensure you are prepared for a safe and successful transition. 

Emotional Preparation 

Legal Preparation 

Reflect on your reasons for leaving and affirm your decision.

Consult with a lawyer to understand your rights and legal options.

Reach out to supportive friends, family, or a therapist for emotional support.

Obtain legal documents (e.g., birth certificates, marriage certificates, protective
orders).

Prepare for possible emotional manipulation or attempts to draw you back in.

Consider filing for a protective order if necessary.

Financial Preparation 

Open a separate bank account in your name. 

Gather and secure financial documents (e.g., bank statements, credit card
statements, loan documents).

Save money discreetly to cover initial expenses after leaving.

Create a budget for your new living situation.
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Practical Preparation 

After Leaving 

Gather important documents (e.g., identification, passports, medical records). 

Change your contact information if necessary (e.g., phone number, email
address). 

Pack an emergency bag with essentials (e.g., clothing, toiletries, medications).

 Seek professional counseling or therapy to support your healing.

Plan your transportation and logistics for leaving.

Secure a safe place to stay (e.g., with a friend, family member, or in a shelter).

Connect with support groups or online communities for additional support.

Focus on self-care and rebuilding your life. 

Safety Considerations 

Develop a safety plan (see template below).

Change passwords for personal accounts (e.g., email, social media, online
banking).

Identify safe places you can go in an emergency. 

Notify trusted individuals of your plan and situation. 



Safety Plan Template

Appendix 2:
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Creating a safety plan is essential to ensure your safety when leaving a narcissistic
partner. Customize this template to fit your specific needs and circumstances.

Emergency Contacts 

Trusted Friend/Family Member 1: 

Personal Information 

Name: 

Phone Number:

Emergency Contact: 

Address:

Name: 

Phone Number: 

Relationship: 

Safe Places 

Primary Safe Place:

Address: 

Contact Person: 

Phone Number: 

Secondary Safe Place: 

Address: 

Contact Person: 

Phone Number: 
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Trusted Friend/Family Member 2: 

Name: 

Phone Number: 

Relationship: 

Lawyer/Legal Advisor: 

Name: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

Identification: 

Financial Records: 

Legal Documents: 

Medical Records:

Clothing 

Toiletries 

Medications 

Important Documents 

Cash 

Phone Charger 

Keys 

Personal Items

Important Documents 

Emergency Bag 

Location of Important Documents: 

Items to Pack: 
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List accounts to update (e.g., email, social media, online banking). 

Call 911 or emergency services if in immediate danger. 

Contact emergency contacts for support.

Who to inform about your plan and situation.

Steps to secure your new location (e.g., changing locks, installing security system). 

Plan your route and mode of transportation. 

Ensure your emergency bag is ready to go

Safety Actions 

Steps in an Emergency 

Vehicle Make/Model:

License Plate Number:

Public Transport Route: 

Contact Person for Pickup: 

Transportation Plan 

Primary Mode of Transportation: 

Secondary Mode of Transportation: 

Change Passwords:

Immediate Actions:

Notify Trusted Individuals:

Security Measures: 

Safe Exit: 



Journal Pages
Daily Reflection 

Appendix 3:
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Date: 

1. How am I feeling today? 

Emotionally:

Physically:

Mentally: 

2. What positive steps did I take today towards my well-being? 

3. What challenges did I face today, and how did I handle them? 

4. What am I grateful for today? 



© 2024 Cindy Priest Entrekin, MA, LPC All Rights Reserved | 83

5. What are my goals for tomorrow? 

Weekly Reflection 

Week of: 

1. What were my major achievements this week? 

2. What obstacles did I encounter, and how did I overcome them? 

3. What progress have I made towards leaving my narcissistic partner? 

4. How have I practiced self-care this week? 
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5. What are my priorities for the upcoming week?

Monthly Reflection 

Month of: 

 What significant milestones have I reached this month? 

2. What have I learned about myself and my situation? 

3. How have my emotions and mental state evolved over the month? 

4. What support systems have been most helpful to me?
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5. What are my goals for the next month? 

Gratitude Journal 

Date: 

 Three things I am grateful for today: 

2. A positive experience I had today: 

3. Someone who made a difference in my life today:
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Affirmations and Positive Self-Talk 

Date: 

1. Daily Affirmation: 

 (e.g., "I am strong and capable of creating a better future for myself.")

2. Positive Self-Talk: 

Write down any negative thoughts you had today and reframe them positively.
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